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MUNICIPAL ORDINANCES, RULES, AND REGULATIONS 
PERTAINING TO PUBLIC HEALTH. 



OKLAHOMA CITY, OKLA. 
Foodstuffs— Production, Care, and Sale. (Ord. Jan. 28, 1913.) 

iao. 219. Food defined. — The term "food" as used herein shall include all article* 
•sed for food, drink, confectionery, or condiment by man or animals, whether the 
•ame be simple, mixed, or compound. 

Sec. 220. Person defined. — The word "person" as used in this ordinance shall be 
•onstrued to import the singular or the plural, as the case may demand, and shall 
include firms, corporations, societies, and associations. When construing and enforc- 
ing the provision of this ordinance, the act, the omission or failure of any officer, 
agent, or other person acting for or empowered by any firm, corporation, society, or 
association within the scope of employment of his office, shall in either case be also 
deemed to be the act, omission, or failure of such firm, corporation, society, or asso- 
oiation as well as that of the person. 

Sec. 221. Deleterious food; sale prohibited. — It shall be unlawful for any person, 
firm, or corporation within said city — 

(a) To sell or offer for sale any kind of diseased, corrupted, or unwholesome food, 
•r drink, without first making the fact fully known to the buyers. 

(b) To fraudulently adulterate for the purpose of sale, or to sell or offer for sale, any 
substance intended for food or drink, adulterated or mixed with any substance con- 
taining matter, or anything poisonous, deleterious, or injurious to health, or to so 
offer or sell any article of food or drink that is not just what it in its purity is held 
out or represented to be, or to manufacture, sell, or offer for sale any such adulterated 
food, drink, liquor, candy, or sweetmeat. 

(c) To fraudulently adulterate, for the purpose of sale, any drug or medicine, or 
offer, or display, for sale, or sell, any drug or medicine containing any substance 
foreign to itself or in such manner or of such kind as to render the same injurious to 
health. 

(d) To sell, keep for sale, or offer for sale, any tainted, spoiled, or rotten meat, eggs, 
food, drink, or other article designed or intended for human food. 

Sec. 222. Adulteration; what constitutes. — That for the purpose of this ordinance 
an article shall be deemed as adulterated, or unwholesome, 

In case of food: 

First. If any substance or substances have been mixed with it so as to reduce or 
lower, or injuriously affect its quality or strength. 

Second. If any substance has been substituted wholly or in part for the article. 

Third. If any valuable constituent has been wholly or in part abstracted from it. 

Fourth. If it consists in any proportion of a filthy, diseased, decomposed, putrid, 
•r rotten animal or vegetable substance, whether manufactured or not, or in the case, 
•f milk if it.is the product of a diseased animal. 

Fifth. If it is mixed, colored, coated, polished, powdered, or stained in a manner 
whereby damage or inferiority is concealed, or whereby it is made to appear better or 
•f greater value than it really is. 

Sixth. If it contains any added poisonous or other added deleterious ingredient. 
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Seventh. If it contains any added antiseptic or preservative substance except 
•ommon table salt, saltpeter, cane sugar, vinegar, spices, or, in smoked food, the 
natural products of the smoking process, or other harmless preservatives whose use is 
authorized by the State board of health. 

Sec. 223. Unwholesome food not to be offered for sale, etc. — No meat, fish, birds or 
fowls, or vegetables, nor any milk, not being then healthy, fresh, sound, wholesome 
and safe for human food, nor any immature, unsound, or rancid nuts, nor any meat 
or fish that died by disease or accident, shall be brought within the city of Oklahoma 
City, or held for sale or sold anywhere within said city. 

Sec. 224. Meat; certain hinds of not to be offered for sale, etc. — No meat of any calf, 
pig, or lamb shall be brought into the city of Oklahoma City for the purpose of being 
used as food, or be held or offered for sale as food therein unless in the case of a calf 
or pig at the time it was slaughtered it was more than five weeks old, or in the case of 
a lamb it was at the time it was slaughtered more than eight weeks old. Nor shall any 
meager, sickly, or unwholesome fish, birds, or fowls be brought, held, sold, or offered 
for sale as such food in said city. 

Sec. 225. Imitation extracts to be labeled. — It shall be unlawful for any person to 
manufacture, sell, or offer or expose for sale or exchange, as extracts, flavorings which 
were not made from the natural fruit unless the same are labeled "imitation," provided 
the word "imitation" must immediately precede the name of the flavoring, in the 
same type and style; such flavoring shall be free from coloring matter deleterious to 
health. 

Sec. 226. Future delivery orders constitute sale. — The taking of orders or the making 
ef agreements or contracts by any person, firm, or corporation, or by an agent or repre- 
sentative thereof, for the future delivery of any of the articles, products, goods, wares, 
merchandise, embraced within the provisions of this ordinance as prohibited and 
unlawful, shall be deemed a sale within the meaning of this ordinance. 

Sec. 227. Insanitary conditions. — That it shall be unlawful for any person or per- 
sons, firm or corporation, to sell within this city, for human food, the carcass or parts 
of carcasses of any animal which has been slaughtered, prepared, handled, or kept 
under unsanitary conditions; and unsanitary conditions shall be deemed to exist 
wherever and whenever any one or more of the following conditions appear or are 
found, to wit: If the water supply used in connection with the cleaning or preparing 
of carcasses is not pure and unpolluted; if carcasses or parts of carcasses are trans- 
ported from place to place when not covered with clean white cloths, or if kept in 
unclean or bad smelling refrigerators, or if kept in unclean or bad smelling cold storage 
rooms. It shall be the duty of all peace and all health officers to seize any animal 
carcass or parts of carcasses, or any domestic or wild fowl, eggs, game, or fish found to 
be unwholesome and which are intended for sale or offered for sale for human food 
which has been slaughtered and prepared, handled or kept under unsanitary condi- 
tions as herein defined, and to deliver the same forthwith to and before the municipal 
judge, together with all information obtained, and said judge, upon a proper affidavit 
being filed, shall issue warrant for the arrest of all persons shown to have violated the 
provisions of this section and said clause shall be tried at an early date thereafter. 
The meat, fowl, eggs, game, or fish in question shall be drenched with kerosene oil or 
rendered into grease and tankage or otherwise made unfit for food, as the court may 
direct. 

Sec. 228. Food preparation; Health, etc., regulations. — That every building, room, 
basement, or cellar occupied or used as a bakery, confectionery, cannery, packing 
house, slaughter house, dairy, creamery, cheese factory, restaurant, hotel, grocery, 
meat market or other place or apartment used for the preparation for sale, manufacture, 
packing, storage, sale or distribution of any food, shall be properly lighted, drained, 
phunbed, and ventilated and conducted with strict regard to the influence of such 
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condition upon the health of the operatives, employees, clerks, or other persons therein 
employed, and the purity and wholesomeness of the food therein produced. 

Sec. 229. Insanitary conditions; What constitutes. — The floors, sidewalks, ceilings, 
furniture, receptacles, implements and machinery of every establishment or place 
where food is manufactured, packed, stored, sold or distributed, and all cars, trucks 
and vehicles used in the transportation of food products, shall at no time be kept in an 
unclean, unhealthy or unsanitary condition, and for the purpose of this ordinance, 
unclean, unhealthful, or unsanitary conditions shall be deemed to exist if food in the 
process of manufacture, preparation, packing, storing, sale, distribution, or transporta- 
tion is not securely protected from flies, dust, dirt, and as far as may be necessary by 
all reasonable means from all other foreign or injurious contamination; and if the refuse 
dirt, and the waste products subject to decomposition and fermentation incident to 
the manufacture, preparation, packing, storing, selling, distributing, and transporting 
of food, are not removed daily; and if all trucks, trays, boxes, baskets, buckets, and 
other receptacles, chutes, platforms, racks, tables, shelves, and all knives, saws, 
cleavers and other utensils and machinery used in moving, handling, cutting, chopping 
mixing, canning, and all other processes are not thoroughly cleaned daily, and if the 
clothing of operatives, employees, clerks, or other persons therein employed is unclean. 

Sec. 230. Floors; Walls and ceilings. — The side walls and ceiling of every bakery, 
confectionery, creamery, cheese factory, hotel and restaurant kitchen, shall be well 
plastered, wainscoted or ceiled with metal or lumber and shall be oil painted or kept 
well lime washed, and all interior woodwork in every bakery, confectionery, creamery, 
cheese factory, hotel and restaurant kitchen, shall be kept well oiled or painted with 
oil paints and be kept washed clean with soap and water; and every building, room, 
basement, or cellar occupied or used for the preparation, manufacture, packing, 
atorage, sale, or distribution of food, shall have an impermeable floor made of cement 
or tile laid in cement, brick, or other suitable nonabsorbent material which can be 
flushed and washed clean with water. 

Sec. 231. Screens. — The doors, windows, and other openings of every food producing 
or distributing establishment during the fly season shall be fitted with self-closing 
a creen doors and wire window screens of not coarser than 14-mesh wire gauze. 

Sec. 232. Toilets. — Every building, room, basement , or cellar occupied or used forth* 
preparation, manufacture, packing, canning, sale, or distribution of food, shall have 
convenient toilet or toilet rooms, separate and apart from the room or rooms where the 
process of production, manufacture, packing, canning, selling, or distributing is con- 
ducted. The floors of such toilet rooms shall be of cement, tile, wood, brick, or other 
nonabsorbent material, and shall be washed and scoured daily. Such toilets shall be 
furnished with separate ventilating flues or pipes, discharging into soil pipes or on the 
outside of the building in which they are situated. Lavatories and washrooms shall 
be adjacent to toilet rooms and shall be supplied with soap, running water, and towels, 
and shall be maintained in asanitary condition . Operatives, employ ees, clerks, and all 
persons who handle the material from which food is prepared, or the finished product, 
before beginning work or after visiting toilet or toilets shall wash their hands and 
arms thoroughly in clean water. 

Sec. 233. Cuspidors. — Cuspidors for the use of operatives, employees, clerks, or other 
persons shall be provided whenever necessary, and each cuspidor shall be thoroughly 
emptied and washed out daily with disinfectant solution, and 5 ounces of such solu- 
tion shall be left in each cuspidor while it is in use. No operative, employee, or other 
person shall expectorate on the floor or sidewalls of any building, room, basement, or 
cellar where the production, manufacture, packing, storing, preparation, or sale of any 
food is conducted. 

Sec. 234. Living in workrooms.— Ho person or persons shall be allowed to live w 
■sleep in any work oom of a bakeshop, kitchen, dining room, confectionery, creamtiy, 
cheese factory, or place where food is prepared for sale, served, or sold. 
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Sec. 235. Diseased persons. — No employer shall require, permit, or suffer any person 
to work, nor shall any person work, in a building, room, basement, cellar, or vehicle 
occupied or used for tie production, preparation, manufacture, packing, storage, sale r 
distribution, and transportation of food who is affected with any venereal disease,. 
smallpox, diphtheria, scarlet fever, yellow fever, tuberculosis, or consumption, bubonic 
plague, Asiatic cholera, leprosy, trachoma, typhoid fever, epidemic dysentery, 
measles, mumps, German measles, whooping cough, chicken pox, or any other infec- 
tious disease. 

Sec. 236. Sales; when unlawful; eggs. — That it shall be unlawful for any person 
firm, or corporation to sell or have in its possession with the intent of selling, or offering 
or exposing for sale any package, box, bale, barrel, tub, or other receptacle in which any 
meats, fish, eggs, butter, cheese, poultry, game, fruits, farm or garden products, or any 
other perishable foodstuffs are packed or contained and which has been taken or 
removed from any cold storage or refrigerating warehouse where the stamp showing 
the date such articles of food were placed in any such cold storage or refrigerating 
warehouse has been removed, defaced, altered, or destroyed, or is not plainly legible, 
nor shall such person, firm, or corporation sell either at wholsesale or retail any storap e 
eggs as fresh eggs, and all invoices shall plainly state whether such eggs are storage or 
fresh, and when such eggs are sold at retail, in case eggs so sold have been in storage 
for 30 days, there shall be placed in or on the receptacle containing them, in full view 
of the public, a card not smaller than 6 inches in width by 6 inches in length, upon 
which shall be printed the words "Cold storage" in plain gothic letters not less than 
2 inches in length, and the wrapper, bag, or container in which said eggs are deliv- 
ered to the purchaser by the retailer shall be plainly stamped with the words "Cold 
•torage. " 

Sec. 237. Record; Receipts and withdrawals. — That it shall be the duty of any person, 
firm, or corporation carrying on, engaged in, or conducting a business of storing perish' 
able food or keeping or maintaining a cold storage or refrigerating warehouse where 
meats, fish, butter, cheese, eggs, poultry, game, fruits, farm or garden produce, or 
any other perishable foodstuffs are stored, to keep an accurate record of the receipt* 
and withdrawals of all products so received or withdrawn and the board of health 
ihall have free access to these at any time. 

Sec 238. Pure food; Renovated butter branding. — That no person, firm, corporation, 
association, or agent of the person, firm, corporation or association, shall sell any butter 
made by taking the original packing stock, or other butter, and melting the same 
extracting the butter fat and mixing such fat with skim milk or cream or other milk 
products and rechurning or reworking such mixture or any butter produced by any- 
process, commonly known as boiled, process or renovated butter, unless the word* 
' ' renovated butter " or " process butter " shall be plainly branded with boldfaced letter* 
at least three-fourths of an inch high, on the top and sides of the receptacle, package, 
or wrapper in which it is kept for sale or sold. And if such butter is exposed for sale 
uncovered or not in a receptacle, package, or wrapper, then a placard containing (he- 
words " Renovated butter " or "Process butter," printed as aforesaid, shall be attached 
to the mass of butter in such manner as to be easily seen and read. 

Sec 239. Selling unwholesome provisions. — Whoever knowingly sells, or has in hi* 
possession with intent to sell, or expose for sale, any kind of diseased, corrupted, or 
unwholesome provisions, whether for meat or drink, or whoever knowingly sells or 
exposes for sale, any article or substance intended to be eaten or drunk, and shall, 
by label, or in any way, represent it to be other than what it is; or whoever kills, for 
the purpose of sale, any calf or pig less than 5 weeks old, or sells or has in his possession 
with intent to sell, the meat of any calf or pig which he knows to have been killed 
when less than 5 weeks old, shall, on conviction, be fined not less than $10 nor more- 
than $100, to which may be added imprisonment in the city jail for not less than. 1Q 
4a y» nor more than 3 months. 
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Sec. 240. Candy. — No person shall, by himself, servant, or agent, nor as the servant 
«r agent of any other person, firm, or corporation, manufacture for sale or knowingly 
sell or offer for sale, any candy adulterated by the admixture of terra alba, barites, 
talc, or any other mineral substance or by poisonous colors or flavors or by other ingre- 
dients deleterious or detrimental to health. Any person or corporation violating any 
of the provisions of this section shall, on conviction, be fined not less than $50 nor more 
than $100; and the candy so adulterated shall be confiscated and destroyed under the 
direction of the municipal court. 

Sec. 241. Selling diseased animals. — Whoever kills for the purpose of sale, any sick, 
diseased, or injured animal, or sells or has in his possession with intent to sell, the 
meat of any such sick or diseased or injured animal shall be guilty of an offense. 

Sec. 242. Use of adulterants; formaldehyd. — It shall be unlawful for any person, firm, 
or corporation to sell, or to have in his or its possession for sale, any article of food or 
food products intended for the use of man, or any compound, substance, preparation, or 
material used as sucb food or food product, or used or intended to be used as an ingre- 
dient of any such food or food product, or used or intended to be used in the prepara- 
tion of any such food product, if any such article, compound, substance, preparation, 
or material contain any arsenic, formaldehyd, or antiseptic injurious to health. Any 
person, firm, or corporation violating any of the provisions of this section, shall, on 
conviction, be fined not exceeding $100 for each offense. 

Sec. 243. Keeping lemonade or other acid drinks in galvanized iron receptacles. — Zinc 
lined or galvanized metal containers shall not be used in the manufacture and for the 
storage of acid drinks and other acid food products. 

Sec. 244. Bleached flour . — The sale of flour bleached with the oxides of nitrogen or 
otherwise artificially bleached, shall be unlawful, and such bleached flour shall not 
be sold unless the barrel, bag, sack, or other receptacle has on its head or side as a 
part of the principal label the words, "Bleached flour" in plain black gothic letters 
at least 1 inch in height. 

Sec. 245. Sidewalk display of foodstuffs. — Fruits, vegetables, and other food prod- 
ucts shall not be displayed or stored on the sidewalk or outside the place of business 
unless they are securely covered by cases of glass, wood, metal, or inclosed in tight 
boxes, bags, or barrels, and all such cases or containers shall be raised at least two feet 
above the sidewalk. The practice heretofore followed of covering small fruits with 
screens or nettings is not sufficient compliance with this rule. This rule shall not, 
however, apply to fruits and vegetables which have to be skinned or peeled before 
use and which are stored in tight barrels, boxes, or crates. 

Seo. 246. Unprotected foodstuffs. — Prepared foodstuffs, such as bakers' goods, con- 
fectionery, shelled nuts, etc.; dried fruits, such as dates, figs, peaches, prunes, apricots, 
etc.; cereal products, such as tapioca, breakfast foods, noodles, etc.; pickled [products, 
such as pickles, chili sauce, chowchow, etc.; fruit products, such as apple butter, 
jellies, jams, etc.; meat products, such as dried, salted, or smoked fish, veal loaf, 
pickled pigs' feet, mincemeat, chipped beef, boiled ham, or other foods prepared for 
eating or subject to attack of worms or flies, shall not be displayed for sale unless pro- 
tected from flies, dust, dirt, and all other foreign or injurious contamination by suitable 
coverings of glass, wood, or metal. 

Sec. 247. Sausage and meat products. — Sausage and other meat products (except 
meat loaf) which contain "binder," "filler," or any form of cereal product or added 
water shall not be sold unless the package is plainly marked in black gothic letters at 
least one-fourth of an inch in height, "Sausage with cereal added," "Potted meat 
with cereal added," "Sausage with water added," etc. 

Sec. 248. Lard compounds. — Compounds of lard with beef stearine, cottonseed oil, 
lard stearine in excess of 5 per cent, or other stearine, fats and oils may be sold when 
labeled in black gothic letters at least one-half inch in height "Lard compound'*: 
Provided, however, That the amount of lard present must b« in excess of DO per cent* 
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[f less than 50 per cent of lard is present in the mixture, the label should not bear 
the word "lard," and the goods should be labeled "compound": And provided aUo, 
That all such mixtures and compounds shall, in addition to the words "lard com- 
pound" and "compound," declare in plain type not smaller than 8-point (brevier) 
caps the percentage of each ingredient present. 

Sec. 249. Enforcement of this law. — It shall be the duty of the board of health and all 
other inspectors and police officers to perform all necessary acts and duties necessary 
to secure a strict enforcement of this ordinance, and for such purpose they are hereby 
clothed with all the powers and functions of food inspectors for said city, and as such 
they may at all times enter every building, room, basement, or cellar occupied or 
used or suspected of being occupied or used for the production for sale, manufacture 
for sale, storage, sale, distribution, or transportation of food, and to inspect the 
premises and all utensils, fixtures, furniture, and machinery used as aforesaid; and if 
upon inspection any food-producing or distributing establishment, conveyance, 
employer, operative, employee, clerk, driver, or other person is found to be violating 
any of the provisions of this ordinance, or if the production, manufacture, packing, 
storing, sale, distribution, or transportation of food is being conducted in a manner 
detrimental to the health of the employees and operatives or to the character or 
quality of the food therein being produced, manufactured, packed, stored, sold, dis- 
tributed, or conveyed the officer or inspector making the examination or inspection* 
shall report such conditions to the city board of health, who shall issue an order to 
the person or persons to abate the condition or violation, or make such improvements 
as may be necessary within five days, or within such other reasonable time as it may 
designate: Provided, That such person shall have the right of appeal from such order 
within five days to the board of commissioners of said city. 

Sec. 250. Unwholesome food products; persons knowing of to report to board. — It shall 
be the duty of every person knowing of any fish, meat, or fowl, bird, or vegetable being 
bought, sold, or offered for sale (as food for human beings), or being in any market, 
public or private, in said city, and not being sound, healthy, or wholesome for such 
food, to forthwith report such facts and the particulars relating thereto to the board of 
health or to one of its officers. 

Sec. 251. Possession, prima facie evidence. — The possession by any dealer in food 
products in his ordinary place of business, or conveyance used for distribution thereof, 
or in any restaurant, boarding house, hotel, drug store, or other place supplying food 
to the public, of any article designated for food consumption mentioned or referred to 
in this ordinance as being unlawful, impure, unwholesome, adulterated, or mislabeled 
or in any other manner prohibited by this ordinance, shall be prima facie evidence 
of an intent to sell or supply the same as human food and contrary to and an offense 
against this ordinance. 

Sec 252. Punishment. — Any person violating any of the provisions of this ordinance , 
or who refuses to comply with any lawful orders or requirements of the board of health 
or board of commissioners in reference thereto made in writing shall be guilty of an 
offense, and, except as otherwise provided, shall be punished by a fine of not lest 
than $5 and not more than $100, or by imprisonment in the city jail not more than 
three months, or by both such fine and imprisonment, and each day after the expira- 
tion of the time limit for abating unsanitary conditions and completing improvement* 
to abate such conditions, as ordered by either such board, shall constitute a distinct 
and separate offense as to such feature of this ordinance. 

Sec. 253. Saving clause. — No prosecution now pending and no offense heretofore 
committed in violation of any ordinance heretofore enacted shall be affected in any 
way by the passage and taking effect of this ordinance or by the repeal herein of any 
ordinances or parts of ordinances heretofore existing, but all such prosecutions shalj 
be conducted to final judgment, and all such offenses shall be punished under former 
ordinances in the same manner and to the same extent and effect as if this ordinance 
had not been enacted and said former ordinances repealed. 



